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to dive into (vb.) se plonger 
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ahead of (prep.) devant 

add up to (vb.) équivaloir 
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renewable energies and create more innovative jobs. Both 

candidates are set on closing the entirety of French nuclear 

plants. Like candidate Philippe Poutou, Hamon has a nuclear-

free objective for 2050. Before 2025 he would like 

renewables to represent 50% of our energy consumption, 

and he also believes in encouraging a strong decrease in our 

energy consumption. 

Mélenchon has called on government to stop fossil fuel 

subsidies and to be more transparent when it comes to 

nuclear waste management, which is a very opaque subject 

today. He is concerned about the health aspect of 

transitioning to a transparent renewable energy production, 

as well as consumption. 

Candidate Emmanuel Macron insists on closing the much 

discussed Fessenheim power plant but only when the new 

Flamanville nuclear waste management plant opens. Macron 

has chosen to focus his discourse on decreasing carbon 

emitting energy sources. As nuclear power has low carbon 

emissions, it is not a priority. He is set to close coal factories 

and also to forbid shale gas exploration. With Macron, the 

carbon tax would rise to 100€ per ton before 2050. He also 

favours a 30-billion private investment plan in sustainable 

energy sources before 2022. Mélenchon doesn’t agree here, 

as he believes in opposing the privatisation of energy 

production. 

Candidate Jean Lasalle also opposes privatisation, as he 

believes in decentralisation and giving back power and 

autonomy to local municipalities. In that respect, he aligns 

with Hamon and Mélenchon on actively transitioning towards 

more local and sustainable energy productions. 

Some candidates such as Jacques Cheminade, François 

Asselineau and Nicolas Dupont-Aignan are completely against 

transitioning out of nuclear power and support large 

investment in nuclear research and candidate Nathalie 

Arthaud has yet to express strong opinions on environmental 

issues.  

That’s the end of our first episode examining our presidential 

candidates’ environmental programs! See you next week with 

another look at the candidates.  

 

    *Aide à la prononciation :   Un même mot peut être accentué sur des syllabes différentes, en   

fonction de sa nature grammaticale.  Ainsi, les noms decrease, discourse, export, import et increase 

sont accentués sur la première syllabe, alors que les verbes decrease, discourse, export, import et 

increase sont accentués sur la deuxième syllabe. 
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