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regulations of French agricultural products. Similarly, to Macron she would like to 

encourage young French farmers. Le Pen would also sign the end of large scale intensive 

livestock farming and has taken a stance about animal well-being.  

One of Mélenchon’s fights is for radical change in agricultural French practices. He is a 

solid supporter of a full transition towards local and organic agriculture. Mélenchon 

would like to impose local and organic food in public catering systems, such as at 

schools. He refuses the use of GMO products and those with dangerous pesticides. He 

would also like to lower our consumption of meat and increase well-being in livestock. 

Candidate Poutou has similar views in wanting to regulate pesticides, as well as 

favouring short circuits for a 10-year transition to organic agriculture.  

Hamon, on his side, is taking the same direction as Mélenchon and Poutou, although not 

as drastically. He has promised a 50% rate of organic consumption in public catering and 

would like to push for local and organic agriculture by reducing taxes and encouraging 

uses of alternatives to dangerous pesticides, as well as by creating legislation on animal 

well-being. 

Candidate Jean Lasalle is a farmer’s son and defends small-scale local farmers against 

productivity-led systems. However, he does not oppose large-scale farming. He has yet 

to publicly develop his full views and plans.  

Nathalie Arthaud has taken a stand against a profit oriented system that takes 

advantage of many workers.  

That was our second episode looking at our presidential candidates’ environmental 

programmes! See you next week to continue the focus.  

 

 


